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Abstract

The 'Budget Through Green Eyes' report examines the policies of Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality in practice and
the extent to which it engages with environmental issues. The report provides an in-depth analysis of the
Council's Development Budget, a budget specifically devoted to development and investment; also known
as the 'Extraordinary Budget'. The analysis reveals the Council's order of priorities for according to which
it operates.

This report is similar to a Green Council Watch report issued at the mid-term point of the current Council
which presented the Council's environmental legislative activities. Accordingly, the new report will join the
existing one in serving as a practical tool for environmentally aware citizens of Tel Aviv-Yafo in identifying
change (both good and bad) in the Development Budget and in promoting transparency and environmental
considerations within a municipal budget that is true to the promises of the elected officials.

This is the first report that examines a municipal budget from an environmental perspective. This is part of
an approach that aims to place environmental issues on the Municipality's agenda and incorporate practical
action for environmental management within the city.

The report examines the Development Budget from the years 2004-2007 and deals with the four key concepts
that compose sustainable local governance: open spaces, sustainable transportation, The Environmental
.Protection Authority and the just and fair distribution of the budget in all sectors of the city

Principal Findings

A budgetary investigation into transportation considerations reveals an overriding
preference for private transport over public and sustainable modes. Investments that improve private means
of transportation are on average five times lager than that assigned to sustainable transport. Despite
increased investment in both sectors the increased investment in private modes of travel is three and a half
times larger than the investment in sustainable transportation.

There is a tendency for the expanding budgetary allocations
devoted to this issue and the allocation has in fact been doubled in the last four years. However, areas
marked by a deficit of open spaces are still without investment —in particular in the south neighbourhoods
and Lev Ha'lr Ward. In fact — Lev Ha'lr suffers the most from a lack of open spaces and received no
investment whatsoever for open spaces.

The budget of the Environmental Protection Authority is minimal and
in declining tendency. A bi-annual average of the Standard Budget for the Authority declined by 18.7 per
cent and the Extraordinary Budget declined by 86.35%. This is a particularly small budgetary allocation in
comparison to other budgetary allocations. Such allocations are entirely unsuitable in funding the objectives
of the Authority.

There is a blatant trend of budgetary disregard in
the city's south and east and significant budgetary allocations in the north and in specific projects in Jaffa.
If looking at investment in terms of neighbourhoods of the city — north, north-west and Lev Ha'lr as
opposed to the south, south-east and the east; the investment in North Ward is on average five times
higher than the investment in South and East Wards. The investment in the North Ward alone is ten times
higher than in South Ward.
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Tel Aviv Center for Environmental Action

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel’s (SPNI) Tel Aviv Center for Environmental Action
has been leading community environmental activities that connect social and environmental
justice for the past eight years. SPNI's strategy aims to create cooperation with activists and local
community leaders able to grow and influence a broad agenda, in order to forge together a
healthy and pleasant city to live in.

The "Green Forum of Tel-Aviv-Jaffa"

The "Green Forum of Tel-Aviv-Jaffa" is independent grassroots public organization whose members
raise their own issues to the municipal level and aim to influence Tel Aviv-Jaffa's environmental
agenda. The Green Forum with over 45 members, representatives of socio-environmental
organizations and committees has succeeded in promoting public participation in planning in the
city, in protecting urban nature sites, in raising the public's awareness to air pollution which derives
from transportation and in creating a permanent civil presence in the local planning committee

and in the city council. The southern green forum succeeded in bringing about joint Arab-Jewish
thinking regarding society and the environment.

The Green Council Watch

The "Green Council Watch" is a unique project which keeps track of the activities of city council
members regarding social and environmental issues. Its goal is to increase council members' voting
transparency and to strengthen their public obligation to the environmental agenda. SPNI's Tel
Aviv Center for Environmental Action and the Tel Aviv — Jaffa Green Forum run the Green Council
Watch.Green Council Watch members attend city council meetings and keep track of members'
dedication to environmental issues. the Council Watch report examines the members under the
assumption that their activities have a real influence on improving the quality of life and the
environment in the city.

SPNI's Tel-Aviv-Jaffa Center for Environmental Action
85 Nachalat Binyamin St. Tel-Aviv-Jaffa
Tel: 03-5660960, Fax: 03-5669972
tlv2@spni.org.il www.teva.org.il/tlv
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